Experimental design. a A10-μl droplet of primary bAChs at a density of 1.6 × 107 viable cells/ml was placed in the center of each of 20 wells in three 24-well culture plates. b 5×105 bAChs in 600μl of EM were centrifuged in each of 18 microcentrifuge tube sets at 600 g for10 min, c equal volumes of 4% agarose suspension and a 40 × 106 cells/ml suspension were thoroughly mixed. After polymerization, 5 mm in height bACh-agarose constructs were obtained using a 4-mm biopsy punch. 20 bACh-agarose constructs were maintained in each of three Petri dishes. d 15 bACh-agarose constructs were transferred to each reactor with two replicates at each condition. * and x depict the numbers of constructs or number of replicates. Schematics in Fig. 1(a,b) 
